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AN ACT TO ASSIST OWNERS IN RECOVERING LOST PETS, RELIEVE
OVERCROWDING AT ANIMAL SHELTERS. AND FACILITATE ADOPTIONS OF
ANIMALS FROM SHELTERS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION l. U.S. 130A-192 reads as rewritten:
"§ BOA-I92. Dogs and cats not wearing required rabies vaccination tags.

W The Animal Control Officer shall canvass the county to determine if there are any
dogs or cats not wearing the required rabies vaccination tag. I f a dog or cat is found not
wearing the required tag, the Animal Control Officer shall check to see if the owner's
identification can be found on the animal. If the animal is wearing an owner identification titg;
tag witb information enabling the owner of the animal to be contacted, or if the Animal Control
Officer otherwise knows who the owner is, the Animal Control Officer shall notify the owner
in writing to have the animal vaccinated against rabies and to produce the required rabies
vaccination certificate to the Animal Control Officer within three days of the notification. If the
animal is not wearing an owner identification tag and the Animal Control Officer does not
otherwise know who the owner is, the Animal Control Officer may impound the animal. The
duration of the impoundment of these animals shall be established by the county board of
commissioners, but the duration shall not be less than 72 hours. During the impoundment
period, the Animal Control Officer shall make a reasonable effort to locate the owner of the
animal. If the Animal Control Officer has access at no cost or at a reasonable cost to a
microchip scanning device, the Anil_TialCO'!l!q_L_9ffi~_t;!_rp~.Y.._s.q:lI].Jh_canimal and utfHz~-~;ry
infonnation that may be available through a microchip to locate the O\\Oilerof the animal. if
possibl~ If the animal is not reclaimed by its owner during the impoundment period, the animal
shall be disposed of in one of the following manners: returned to the owner; adopted as a pet by
a new owner; sold to institutions within this State registered by the United States Department of
Agriculture pursuant to the Federal Animal Welfare Act, as amended; or put to death by ~
procedure approved by rules adopted by the Department of Abl'flCulturc and Consumer Services
or, in the absence of such rules. by a procedure approved by the American Veterinary Medical
Association, the Humane Society of the United Stales or of the American Humane Association.

(All Before an animal may be sold or put to death, it shall be made available fOl:_!.J,doption
under procedures that enable members of the public to ins"p~cu~~_ ~i!l1al, except in cases in
which the animal is found by the operator of the shelter to be unadoptablc due to injury or
defects of health or temperament. An animal that is seriously ill or injured may be euthanizcd if
~l:t_~__f!l~~_agerof the animal shelter dctennincs. in writing, that it is approprjate to do so. Nothing
in this subsection shall supercede (i) any rules adopted by the Roard of Agrj_c_u_lturewhich
specify the number of animals allowed for kennel space in animal shelters, or (ii} ~hc duration
of impoundment established by the county hoard of commissioners, or the 72-hour holding
period, as provided in subsection (a) of this section. .

(a2l Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a person _who comes to an animal
shelter attempting to locate a lost pet is entitled to view every animal held at the shelter, subject
to rules providing for such vie~in_g__gM.r_~Q_g__~_lleast four hours a day, three days a.. _\\I~!-!k. If the
shelter is housing animals that must be kept apart from the general public for health reac;ons,
public safety concerns, or in order to preserve evidence for criminal proceedings, the sh~Jtcr
shall make reasonable arrangements that allow pet owners to determine whether their lost pets
are among those animals.

(a3) The Animal Control Officer shall maintain a record of all animals impounded under
this section which shall include the date of impoundment., the length of impoundment, the
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method of disposal of the animal and the name of the person or institution to whom any animal
has been released.
ilil !n._(!d_Qilion to domesticated dogs and cats not wearing the required .r!l.~ies tags, the

provisions of subsection fa) of this section concerning the holding of animals for at least 72
hours and the permissible means of dOOQ~.i~j9n .9f. animals ..attcr expiration of that hoNing
period a.1l?9._~pp_ly_tQ.~llQUhc following:

U) D~g_!!.J!I'\~__(,:ats that are wearing rabies tags hut arc taken into custody for
violatjQ.n._9.( statutes .oLSmJ.i!l.~c.~~_. nQt _!'~latcd to rabies control, ..suci),___ill!
ordinances requiring the lcashing or restraining of dogs and cats.
Dogs and cats surrendered to an animal shelter by thc ..9_wn.c.q;_ofthe animals,
u.~l~ss an.Qwner provides to the shelter the following:
a. Somc_QITlof o(_~~:n~r~~.ip_Qf!n_£_animal. and
b. A signed written consent to the d.~~osi~!Qn of th.c animal. in a mann~I

authorized by this section, before the expiration of the 72-hour
holding period or of a longer period established by ordinance or local
rulc to which the shelter is subject.

(£) If an animal is not wearing tags, Qr.Qlhe!:..!l1Q.~£.Q_[i9_en.t_if.icationindicating il<;owner,
and is delivered to an animal shelter by (i) a person who has found and captured the animal, or
(ii) by an approved rescue organization that received the animal from a person who found and
captured the animal, then the shelter may,j!1. ~ril.ing,__!i'p_fJo.i.nl_tll~.. fi!J.dcr or approved rescue
orga.n.i,~'.H~(m.J_Q_be the <!g_cnl_Q[.!h_~.~.h<':]J<.;r.For purpQ_~cs_Qfj.l_l_i_~h:iubscction, the term "approved
rescue organization" means a nonprofit corporation or association that cares for stray animals
that has been favorably assessed hy the operator of the animal shelter through the appli_~ation of
written standards.

ill If the animal is a d9g_<)r.~_~L_th~.fJndG_r_9r.~!?'p_roy'~d..r~~~uc organization shall
hold the animal fyr the 72-hour holdj!J1Uleriod prov~.<!~(Qr in subsection (a)
of this section or such longer holding period that may ~_.~nn_licablc to the
shelter hy ordinance or local rule. If the animal is not a dog or cat, then the
holding period shall be by agreement between the animal shelter and the
person or organization receiving the _~T!i'!lal.
bftl!r_~~~~]<_piratio.l}__Q.fthe appJiq~!Jle holding period, the shelter may:
a. Transfer the animal by adoption to the person Q.I. organi7.3tion that

has held it as agent, or
Extend the period of time the finder or rescue organization holds the
animal as agent of thc shelter.

A shelter may terminate an agcncy created under this subsection at any tim~
by directing the fjnd~L Qr. _t«;scy_c_organi7ation to deliver the animal to the
shelter.
Thc city, county, or organization opemting the animal shelter, as principal in
the agency rdationst.!!nJb.!!!L!1_q!__be liable to reimburse the agent f9f. Jhc
cost" of care of the animal and shall not be liable to the owner of the animal
for harnl to the animal caused by thc--a'gcrii: -absent a written contraci
providing otherwise.

@ During the 72-hour or longer holding period established under subsection (a) of t~~
section, an an.imaLsh~l_~er .I11~.Y.m~cean animal it is holding in foster carc.

~ If an animal sheltcr transfers physical possession of a dog or cat under subsection
(c) or (d) of this section, so that the animal is no longer on thc animal shelter premises, at least
one photoblTaph which depicts the head and face of the animal shall (i) be displayed at the
shelter in a conspicuous location that is available to the gcnentl public during hours of
opera~ion, and (ii) remain postcd for the 72-h9_\!U)r longer holding period establi~h~9 under
suhsection (a) of this section."

SECTION 2. G.S. 130A-184( I) reads as rewritten:
"(1) "Animal Control Officer" means a city or county employee designated as

dog warden, animal control officer, animal control official or other
designations that may be used whose responsibility includes animal control.
The term "Animal Control Officcr" also includes agents of a private
organization that is opcmting an animal sh~Ut;.r under contract with a city or
county whenever those agcnt'\ are petionning animal control functions at the
§._helt.!:~_,_"
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SECTION 3. This act becomes effective January 1,2010. The provisions of G.S.
130A-192(a2) may be waived by the Department of Agriculture until July I, 2010, for counties
that do not have an employee who is employed a minimum of 30 hours per week fulfilling the
responsibilities of an animal control officer for the county.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the Rthday of July, 2009.

sf Walter II. Dalton
President of the Senate

sf Joe Hackney
Speaker of the House of Representatives

sf Beverly E. Perdue
Governor

Approved 5: 19 p.m. this 17thday of July, 2009
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